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ROWLEY
Let’s race again!

GREG
How can you be having fun after what we
just went through? Our first day was a
disaster.

ROWLEY
It was?

GREG
There’s bullies and cheese and...I can’'t
be the guy who doesn’t have a place to
sit at lunch. I can’t be that guy. If
we want to get through middle school in
one piece, we’'re gonna need to be popular

ROWLEY
You said only girls worry about being
popular.

GREG
I didn’t say popular.

ROWLEY
You didn’'t?

GREG
No. I said cool. We'’'re gonna need to be
cool.

ROWLEY
My mom told me to just be myself and
people would like me.

GREG
That would be good advice if you were
somebody else. Look, I can’t eat lunch
off my lap for the next three years. We
gotta move up.

ROWLEY
What if I get that joke book and bring it
to school?

GREG
That book is not your friend, Rowley. No
book is going to help us. (beat)

Actually, there might be something. But
it’s in Rodrick’s room.

ROWLEY
I'm not going in Rodrick’s room.



