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energy, sort of like a volcano thats abour # explode.

Bertha
shocked but doesn’t dp anything, just sits frozen.

Charlie (As if nothing was our of the ordinary and

been talking a while.) See thart's the whole
with tuna fish. You ear it, your breath sy
maybe one, two, sometimes even thres
afterwards. There’s a number of ways (o (
the problem. You can use Certs, Tic-Taglj
Scope if you can find a little bottle in a con
travel size...Potato chip? (He offers her his

Bertha
Charlie

No thank you.
Pickle?
(Bertha just shakes her head.)

Charlie Sip of cola?

(Bertha sits [frozen and silent. )

Charlie I'seem to have frightened you.

(Bertha shakes head “Np, )

Charlie No?

(Bertha shakes head “Np” again.)

Charlie Oh. Okay. Silent type. Good, welll be

friends. You can listen, and I'll do all the tal
As I was saying. ..

(He looks at Bertha who is stil] quiet and frozen.)

Charlie You know, for a girl of I would say, 11, or 12

old you are abnormally quiet. (Bertha lopojks ‘
at the word “Abnormal” and Charlie re-phras
sentence so as not to hurt her ﬁe/ings. Sl
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wnusually quiet...I haven't said anything wrong,
e i in any way,
liive 17 1 mean, nothing to offend you in any way

hape, form, or size?
\r‘ )

) —
O color? Or texture? Or luminosity?

| uminosity?

(Amazed that she has spoken.) Yes, lummos.lr.y. You
i now... (Gives Webster’s Dic‘tio‘m.zr_y de.ﬁnm.on. )
(‘ontaining a certain quantity of llght. 1llumm13t.10n
or iridescence...the quality of glowing... sparkling,
or shimmering...radiant, shining, aflame, afire...

No.

(Not understanding.) No?

No. You haven’t offended me.

Oh. (He pauses.) Really? Not at all?
(Not able to look at him.) Not at all.
Sure?

Yes!

Good, then, I'll continue. So...as to the subject (?f
the tuna fish, another reason not to eat them l%
that some say the method of their captur‘el hai
been highly illicit, immoral., shameful, even ;l Ega
perhaps, what with the growing number gf do phins
getting caught in the traps and becoming extinct

in the process—
WHO ARE YOU???
Charlie. 'm Charlie. And you're Bertha.



30 C/]l’/dsp/a}/

Bertha
Charlie
Bertha

Charlje

Bertha
Charlie

Bertha

Charlie

Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
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( S i < 1 hl thing
165 On(.’ to dCSCI‘le the bedut] 2 l l
' S b i S
iy ‘I)I 'S, even people . .VVhO are beau(lfll ] dlld
I) ACCS,

| we . e
| fore require dCSC[’lPthﬂ
tnere

You know my name?

We've known each other for weeks.

y complete shock.)
Wﬁ‘ /}az;g? 3

o snap ner our o 'Z I:ll[]l to Beltha,
] u fl .) d =

| )l(:’ ( I . /] 1 4 YOU re
; ‘,“l/ . €d nle? ([_{f’ Shllké’f /]fr /lg}] {V)

AIII volul red

i ’ i fan alien.
| liing at me llke Im some klnd o
OOKI1 b e

\Vou're new at this school.
' 0l
Dur Ing recess?

say this
- could even

Yup. Very new. So new, you

Not recess, recesses....dark places i, my ming,

» first da}’-
was my
places, areas of fantasy or daydreams, ..

p)
\Who told you my name:
(Feeling nervous,) O, Youve got 4 ye

: revious
ou did...in one of our p
vocabulary, | told yos,
> . : conversations.
I've been working very hard on it, thank ' fhradan
) d h d 1 ) S h b e hat previous conversa
read the ICtionary every night. Webster's What §
it I E rcha.
Edition Don’t hurt my feelings, Be
"
Oh ; lk abourt?
: d we talk a -
What di
I take j¢ youre not familiar with Webster's? o r wooden leg.
| All about you
] I
Not very,
y 207
What?2: s
5 = 5 4 “" Od ortio
It’s not very excrting. It has ng plot. ooden leg. How you spent the g? inning
Your w in Hawaii. How you're p
: il hildhood in Hawaii.
How come you read it thep? of your ¢

1s
in The Merchant Marines after 6th grade
to join

. late mllk
2 : : in your choco

I'm accumularmg words. ver. Why you pour whiskey in y

O . W &

Oh. o
e If Periha You're ¢
yourself.
' Yup.
/ lie
What kind of words? s

I have to leave now.

: ; . ftha
Magical ones, Distraughe opes. Ancient e
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Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie
Bertha
Charlie

Bertha
Charlie

Bertha
(She looks down.)
Charlie

(He looks at her for a moment. She says nothing.)

Oh, come on, Bertha. ..I was just kidding you. i li
You were?
Ve, i

'*Ql‘lc

Oh. So who told you my name?

Honest? i 110
Honest. Ehailie
Truch? Wi/
Truth! Weriha
George Washington. i li
Who? Beviha
Fhalie

I'm sorry, I meant The National Guard.

bn‘m
f ‘;‘Nllr
[ “Nlm

What?

Excuse me, my mistake again...I seem to be havi
difficulty concentrating today.... Did I say ¢
National Guard?

Yes... sl
A '“, e

Seems to be one of my oft days, what I meant

say was... Tiny Simko told me your name. I ask Ehailic

her, and she told me your name.

Oh.

“H'm

Something the marter?

‘“Mllr
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You're sort of a...quiet type, right? No, no, let me
guess...I'll bet you're...shy.

" quiet, doesn’t know what to say)

You okay in there?

ods)
Sure?
nods again)
Yes.
Bertha.
Whart?

What are you thinking about?
Luminosity.
Oh. You like that word?
(Shrugs) 1 think so.
[t suits you.

slent, not sure what to make of that.)

(As if to reassure her) Its a good word...a very
good word. There’s others, many others you might
like as well...maybe you'd like to hear some more
tomorrow...at lunch again...chat is, if you're not
previously engaged.

Previously engaged?

Yes, it you're available.
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Bertha

I guess.

Charlie Okay...good. Um...Bertha...I gotta go b
class in a liccle bit but...um...i
asks me if I made any new friends today, can
say that I made one real nice one...and her
is Bertha? Just so they don't think I bombe
on my first day, or anything, and spent

alone....Can you do me that one favor?

Okay.

Bertha
Charlie

Just ‘cause I don't want them to worry about
anything, you know.

Bertha Okay.

(They sit for a few moments in silence, a little awkwardly.)

Bertha ... Why accumulating words?

Charlie (Picking up quickly, relieved to be off the other sul
Well, you know...words come in very hand
know. Sometimes. For certain occasions,
know?

Bertha Oh. (Pause) No.

Charlie Well...for example, like...for days like
When you want to meet somebody who. ..
never met before...who you would like to m
Words are one way that you can do that. (/¢
into her ear.) Capiche?

Bertha (Thinking hes sneezed.) Guzunteit.

Charlie Hey, you speak a little German there, too, I

That’s terrific...] mean really terrific. I'm a g
Italian myself, but uh, anyway...well, we

S U
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more about it later sometime, Bertha, okay?...
Like maybe tomorrow at lunch, alright? Okay?

Okay.
( /f./l//'r’gl’[.\' Ilp.)
See you later, Bertha. See you ‘round.

Bye...Charlie.

See you ‘round...



