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MY SISTER AND ME IN 1993

CHARACTERS
SHARYN: NN ; [udding young poet who is a tad dramatic.

MARISA: SN SHARYN'’s adoring younger sister and best friend
(whether she knows it or not).

TIME
July 13, 1993.

SETTING
SHARYN's bedroom. MARISA sits down to write in her journal.

MARISA: July 13, 1993.
[Twelve-year-old SHARYN takes the stage and writes a letter.)

SHARYN: Dear Children’s Anthology of Poems: Hi! My name is
Sharyn Rothstein. It’s been my name for as long as I can remember.
I'm twelve years old and I have a seven-year-old sister, Marisa.

MARISA: Sharyn has been telling me what to do, like “go get this,”
“put this in my room,” “give this to Dad,” “give me this,” and I
always do it—but sometimes she has to wait and then she starts
saying “just give it to me” and when I ask her to do something she
always says “you do it” and when I ask her to sit in her room she
always says “no.”

SHARYN: People say that I am a very deep thinker. I suppose I am,
because sometimes things I think are so deep that even I cannot
understand them.

[MARISA sticks her head in SHARYN'S room.]

MARISA: Can I sit in your room?
SHARYN: No.

MARISA: Mom said you got mail.
SHARYN: Where is it?

MARISA: Downstairs.

SHARYN: Go get it for me.
MARISA: No.

SHARYN: Do it.
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SHARYN ROTHSTEIN

SHARYN: It’s about the land and also children.

MARISA: It's a good part. Can I sit in here now?

SHARYN: I'm still working.

MARISA: I'll be quiet.

SHARYN: Fine. But you can’t watch me write. It’s creepy.
MARISA: I won't watch you. I'm writing too. In my journal.

[SHARYN takes out her pen and starts writing again.]

SHARYN: I hope you like the poem I have written. If you publish
it I can stop thinking about it and write something else probably
more deep, because the older I get the older my thoughts are. In
closing, here is another poem I have written.

The babies in their mother’s wombs have been taught
beforehand to fear the world in which they
are about to enter.
And they are crying within a wall of human life,
and their shrieks are muted by the felonies which their carrier
has committed.

[MARISA reopens her diary.]
MARISA: July 13, 1993. Sharyn Number 2. Sharyn and Critter are
my superheroes, even though Sharyn says Critter can’t be because
he is fat. So now my hero is just Sharyn. She wrote a good poem
and showed it to me even though it got jected and she was busy
and said she wanted me to leave her alone. I don’t know what I

would do without her. I think she will be a great writer one day. Or
a marine biologist who looks at sharks. I love my sister. -

[She looks up at SHARYN, beaming. SHARYN, totally oblivious,
keeps writing.]

END OF PLAY
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